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15" May 2024

Dear Parents / Carers

Year 4 - Summer Term Curriculum Letter

We hope that you are looking forward to lots of exciting learning over the course of the summer term.
Year 4 Staff : Class Teachers: Miss L Hall (4H)
& Mrs. N. Scholey / Mrs. B. Irving (4SI)
Higher Level Teaching Assistant: Miss. K. McNally
Educational Teaching Assistants: Mrs. T. Berla, Mrs S Crossland and Miss D. Rylah

Our theme this term is ‘Mayans & The Rainforest’

In our History lessons, we will explore the Ancient Maya Civilisation. During this unit we will explore who the
Mayans were and when they lived. We will explore the number and letter system they used and their religious
beliefs. You can support your child’s learning by helping them research the Mayans. [f you do not have
internet access at home, you can always use the library which wil! have plenty of books on the subject.

In the second half term in Geography, we will explore the Tropical Rainforests of the world. We will use
artefacts and geographical information to enhance and improve our reading, writing and geography skills. We
will be learning about a wide spectrum of facts from the location of rainforests to the plants, animals and
people that live in them. We will also learn about how rainforests are to survive in our modern age.

(See curriculum plan for full details)

in R.E. the themes of learning are ‘Mission of the Church, the Early Christians’ and ‘Belonging to the
Church’. Parents are encouraged to start discussions with children relating to these topics focusing on
key terminology and its meaning. For example, how was the Church founded, who is the Pope and why
is the Church important to our faith?

In Mathematics we will be focussing on basic skills, shape and problem solving (further information can
be found on the curriculum plan). To help your children please provide your children with opportunities
to practise the four basic number operations, and encourage problem solving relating to real life issues,
using money and fusing money and units of measure. We would also ask you to encourage your children
to tell the time, using both analogue and digital clocks. In June, the children will complete a times table
check where they will be required to answer 25 questions and have 6 seconds for each question. Please
help your child practise as often as possible so that they are ready for this test.

In English we will be reading ‘The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe’ and discussing and empathising
with the characters in the novel. We will write diary entries, character descriptions and a setting
description. As parents / carers you can support at home by helping your child to complete homework
relating to our class work and pointing out descriptive writing, encouraging discussions around why it is
a good piece of writing.

In Science we will be focussing on ‘Living Things and Their Habitats’. We will initially explore
adaptations and characteristics that animals have to help them to survive in a range of environments.
We will then incorporate plants into our learning and explore how we can care for all living things in our
planet. This was supported by our educational visit to Yorkshire Wildlife Park on Tuesday 14" May.



In RPSHE we will be exploring the topic ‘Living in the Wider World.” We will be looking at the threats that
the environment faces and what we can do to help. This will also incorporate the rights and
responsibilities that we have in school, at home and in the world.

Physical Education (P.E.) — is on Tuesdays and Thursdays for both classes.

Children will continue to come to school wearing their P.E. kits on these days. Please may we take this
opportunity to kindly remind all families that the school P.E. kit is uniform and that pupils should not
come to school in clothes that do not form the school P.E. kit.

e The St. Paulinus P.E. kit consists of:
a plain white t-shirt with or without the school logo (no brands or patterns),
plain black or dark grey shorts / jogging bottoms or leggings (no brands or patterns),
grey school hoodie with the school logo,
Trainers or a pair of pumps.
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e In addition, the only jewellery permitted in school is a pair of plain small stud earrings. If your
child has pierced ears, these need to be removed on each morning of P.E. for health and safety
reasons.

Please note that staff are not able to remove earrings, so this will result in your child not
taking part in our P.E. lesson and an alternative task will be provided for the child, this is
due to health and safety reasons.

e Long hair must be tied back.

e All P.E. kit (including school uniform) must be labelled clearly with your child’s name. If it
becomes lost, it can then be easily returned to the rightful owner.

¢ Please ensure your child wears their PE kit on their P.E. days.

Please ensure your child wears their P.E. kit on their P.E. days. If your child does not come to
school in their P.E. kit, you may receive a text message to inform you that they need it for the following
week. All P.E. kit and school uniform must be labelled clearly with your child’s name. If it becomes
lost, it can then be easily returned to the rightful owner.

Times tables and Spellings - The children will have a list of spellings which will be tested on a Friday.
Times tables should be practised as often as possible. The children can access Times Table Rockstars
(using their individual log in) to support them with these. Times tables will also be tested throughout the
week.

Homework - will be given out each Friday and will be collected back in on the following Wednesday.
This gives the children enough time to see their class teacher if they are struggling and doesn’t encroach
on precious family time at the weekend. The purpose of this work is to consolidate the learning from
class and to prepare them for more intensive homework at high school. It is therefore extremely
important that this work is completed.

Reading - The children will continue to read as much as possible in school to an adult on a weekly
basis. Please send in your child’s reading book on their allocated day written on their book bag and we
will change your child’s book once a week. Please remember to write in your child's reading record to
acknowledge that you have listened to your child read. It is also very important to check your child’s
understanding when reading. Do not forget to use the question sheets and challenges to use alongside
the books.

‘An outstanding school, which is deeply committed to the Catholic mission... this school inspires all within this faith community

to live life to the full.” ofsted 2017

Tel: (01924) 488282 E-mail: office @stpaulinus.org Website: www.stpaulinuscps.org.uk




The Way Forward - Paperless Communication

As you know we try very hard to keep parents regularly informed about what’s going on at our school,
however sending paper letters home can be rather ‘hit and miss’ with letters often going astray along
the way.

We aim to be ‘Paperless’, this is beneficial both to ourselves and to you because:
» Messages will get to you reliably.
= We can send messages directly to mums and dads at the same time.
= You will receive important or urgent messages more effectively.
=  We can tell you more about what’s going on within our school.
= Letters will also be available to read on the school’s website and the School App.

If you have not already provided us with an e-mail address, please do so. If you would like to continue
receiving paper copies, then please contact the office OR complete the ‘e-mail request form’ on the
School App.

Any information you provide us with will be kept private and will not be passed on to any other
organisation.

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact your child’s class teacher via email:
year4 @stpaulinus.org or by contacting the school office and arranging a telephone appointment.

We are looking forward to a very productive and fun final term.
Thank you.

Miss L. Hall, Mrs. N. Scholey & Mrs. B. Irving
Year 4 Teachers

‘An outstanding school, which is deeply committed to the Catholic mission... this school inspires all within this faith community

to live life to the full.” ofsted 2017
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